
H I S T O RY
Started by Harold and Arlene Schnitzer in 1997, 
CommuniCare channels The Harold & Arlene 
Schnitzer CARE Foundation’s commitment to 
small, community giving into a school-based 
youth philanthropy program.

In its 21-year history, students have granted over 
$1,000,000 to over 230 nonprofit organizations 
and school programs.

Stewardship and education are of primary importance 
to Harold and Arlene’s son, Jordan Schnitzer, who 
is honoring his parents’ legacy and commitment by 
expanding the CommuniCare program.

C O N TA C T
If your school is interested in participating  
in CommuniCare, please contact:

Kristen Engfors-Boess
Program Manager, CommuniCare
kristen@schnitzercare.org 
503.973.0241

www.CommuniCareOR.org
Nonprofit inquiries will only be accepted  

through the CommuniCare website.

Arlene & Harold Schnitzer

Jordan Schnitzer and  
daughter, Arielle Schnitzer,  

CommuniCare alumna

TEENS BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY

A program of the



AT  A  G L A N C E
CommuniCare is a year-long grantmaking 
program that gives Oregon high school students 
an opportunity to learn more about issues 
affecting their communities and to develop a 
deeper commitment to social activism. We ask 
students to:

•	 Fundraise during the fall and winter months, 
which The CARE Foundation matches 10:1  
up to $15,000

•	 Create a mission statement for their group

•	 Research and identify potential  
nonprofit recipients

•	 Evaluate grant proposals, interview candidates, 
and select final recipients

CommuniCare can be integrated into an existing 
class or adapted for an in-school or after school 
club. It’s completely free and student-directed.

W H Y  J O I N 
C O M M U N I C A R E ?
Students gain:

•	 Leadership, problem solving, and public 
speaking skills

•	 A deeper understanding of how nonprofit 
organizations work

•	 The personal satisfaction that comes with 
philanthropic giving 

•	 A sense of civic engagement

•	 A more nuanced view of issues that affect 
Oregon communities

•	 New relationships with nonprofit 
organizations that can lead to internship 
opportunities and future career paths

“I learned how to work efficiently with 

a team, be able to focus on a goal, and 

be able to achieve that goal.”
“It made me realize how many 

people are working to make 

this community a better place.”


